
































NUMBER IX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THUR SDAY. 





TuurRspDAY, March the if, 1753. 





ePID) AM that unfortunate man, ma- 
ay y) TA “» ° 
: bg aN dam,” was the faying of a gen- 






I ae tleman, who ftopt and made a 

D) osm low bow to a lady in the park, as 

DAS ane fhe was calling to her dog by the 
gOS name of cuckold. 

Wuar adeal of good might be expected from 
thefe effays, if every man, who fhould happen to read 
his own charaéter in them, would as honeftly acknow- 
ledge it as this gentleman! But it is the misfortune of 


general fatire, that few a will apply it to them- 
~ felves, 
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felves, while they have the comfort of thinking that it 
will fit others as well. It is therefore, I am afraid, only 
furnifhing bad people with {candal againft their neigh- 
bours: for every man flatters himfelf, that he has the 
art of playing the fool or knave fo very fecretly, that, 
though he fees plainly how all elfe are employed, no 
mortal can have the cunning to find out him. 

Tuus a gentleman told me yefterday, “ That he 
© was very glad to fee a particular acquaintance of his 
* expofed in the third number of the Woruip. The 
“ parfon who wrote that letter, continued he, was de- 
“ termined to fpeak plainly; for the character of my 
“ friend was fo ftrongly marked, that it was impoffible 
‘© to miftake it.” He then proceeded to inform me that 
he had read Seneca, by obferving, ‘* That there fhould 
“* be no mixture of feverity or reproof in the obligations 
«© we confer; on the contrary, if there fhould be only 
*¢ occafion for the gentleft admonition, it ought to be 


a 


‘ deferred to another feafon; for men, added he, are 
‘© much more apt to remember injuries than benefits ; 
*‘ and it is enough if they forgive an obligation that 
«< has the nature of an offence.” 

My reader may, poflibly, be furprized, when I tell 
him, that the man who could commit to memory thefe 
maxims of Seneca, and who could rejoice to fee fuch 
a character expofed as the curate’s friend in my third pa- 
per, is an old batchelor with an eftate of three thoufand 
pounds a year, and fifty thoufand in ready money ; who 
never was known to lend a guinea in his life, without 


making the borrower more miferable by the benefit than 
he had been before by his wants. But it is the peculiar 
talent of this gentleman to wound himfelf by proxy, or 
(in the fportfman’s phrafe) to knock himfelf down 
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by the recoiling of his own gun, I remember he 
told me fome time ago, after having harangued very 
learnedly upon the deteftable fin of Avarice, “ That 
*‘ the common people of a certain county in Eng- 
** land were the moft covetous and brutal in the whole 
** world. I will give you an inftance, fays he. About 
‘ three years ago, by a very odd accident, I fell intoa 
** well in that county, and was abfolutely within a few 
** minutes of perifhing, before I could prevail on an un- 
* confcionable dog of a labourer, who happened to be 
*«‘ within hearing of my cries, to help me out for half a 
“ crown. The fellow was fo rapacious as to infift upon 
“© a crown for above a quarter of an hour; and I verily 
“* believe he would not have abated me a fingle farthing, 
“« if he had not feen me at the laft gafp, and determined 
“© to die rather than fubmit to his extortion.” 

BuT to return to my fubject. If there are objecti- 
ons to general fatire, fomething may alfo be faid againft 
perfonal abufe; which, though it is a kind of writing 
that requires a fmaller portion of parts, and is fure of 
having almoft as many admirers as readers, is neverthelefs 
fubje&t to great difficulties ; it being abfolutely neceffary 
that the author who undertakes it fhould have no feeling 
of certain evils, common to humanity, which are known 
by the names of pain and fhame. In other words, he 
muft be infenfible to a good kicking, and have no me- 
mory of it afterwards. Now though a great many au- 
thors have found it an eafy matter to arrive at this ex- 
cellence, with me the tafk would be attended with great 
labour and difficulty ; as itis my misfortune to have con- 
tracted, either by the prejudice of education, or by fome 
other means, an invincible averfion to pain and difhenour. 


Tam yery fenfible that I may hurt myfelf as a writer by 
this 


a 
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this confeflion ; but it was never any plcafure of mine 
to raife expeCtations with a defign to difappoint them: 
and though it fhould lofe me the major part of my rea- 
ders, I hereby declare, that I never will indulge them 
‘with any perfonal abufe; nor will I fo much as attack 
any of thofe fine gentlemen, or fine ladies, who have 
the honour of being fingle in any one character, be it 
ever fo ridiculous. 

Bu t if I had every requifite for this kind of writing, 
there are certain people in town, whom it would be in- 
gratitude in me to attack. The mafters of both theatres 
are my very good friends ; for which reafon I forbear to 
fay, that half the comedies in their catalogue ought to 
be damned for wickednefs and indecency. But I not only 
keep this to myfelf, but have alfo been at great trouble 
and pains to fupprefs a paflage bearing very hard againft 
them in a book, which will {peedily be publithed, called 
the pRoGRESS of wiT. The author of this book, who, 
luckily for the theatres, happens to be a particular friend 
of mine, is a very great joker ; and, as I often tell him, 
does a vaft deal of mifchief, without feeming to intend 
it. The paflage which I prevailed with him to fupprefs, 
ftood at the beginning of the thirteenth chapter of his 
book, and was exadlly as follows. 

«© A's it was now Clear to all people of fafhion that 
“men had no fouls, the bufinefs of life was pleafure 
“© and amufement; and he that could beft adminifter 
“ to thefe two, was the moft ufeful member of fociety. 
‘© From hence arofe thofe numerous places of refort and 
«¢ recreation, which men of narrow and fplenetic minds 
« have called the pefts of the public. The moft confi- 
«¢ derable of which places, and which are at this day in 


* the higheft reputation, were the BAGNIO’s and the 
“* THE- 














No. 9. THE WORLD. 53 


) 
“‘ THEATRES. The BAGNIo’s were conftantly under 
“¢ the direction of difcreet and venerable matrons, whe 
<< had pafied their youth in the practice of thofe exer- 
“< cifes, which they were now teaching to their daugh- 
<“ ters; while the management of the THEATRES was 
« the province of the men. The natural connection 
“< between thefe houfes made it convenient that they 
** fhould be ereéted in the neighbourhood of each 
“* other; and indeed the harmony fubfifting between 
“« them has inclined many people to think that the 
** profits of both were divided equally by each. But 
“* I have always confidered them as only playing into 
“* one another’s hands, without any nearer affinity than 
«¢ that of the {chools of Weftminfter and Eton to the 
“* univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge. At the pLAy- 
“* HOUSE young gentlemen and ladies were inftructed by 
“ an Etheridge, a Wycherley, a Congreve and a Van- 
“ brugh, in the rudiments of that fcience which they 
“« were to perfect at the BAGNIo, under a Needham, a 
‘© Haywood, a Haddock and a Roberts.” 

Tuus much had my friend, in his PRoGRESS oF 
wiT, thought proper to obferve upon the loofenefs of 
the ftage. But as the whole paffage is fupprefied, the 
managers will have nothing to fear from the publication 
of that performance. 

Ir were to be wifhed, indeed, that thofe gentlemen 
would have done entirely both with tragedy and comedy, 
and refolve at once to entertain the town only with 
PANTOMIME. ‘That greater advantages would accrue 
from it, is beyond difpute; people of tafte and fafhion 
having already given fufficient proof that they think 
it the higheft entertainment the ftage is capable of 
affording : the moft innocent, we are fure it is; for 


where 
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where nothing is faid, and nothing meant, very little 
harm can be done. Mr. Garrick, perhaps, may ftart 
a few objections to this propofal; but with thofe uni- 
verfal talents, which he fo happily poffeffes, it is not to 
be doubted but he will, in time, be able to handle the 
wooden {word with as much dignity and dexterity as his 
brother Lun. He will alfo reap another advantage froma 
this kind of acting ; as he will have fewer enemies by 
being the fineft Harlequin of the age, than he has at 
prefent, by being the greateft Actor of any age or coun- 


try. 


To tue PUBLIC. 


HEREAS fime gentlemen have doubted whc- 

ther the fubfcription for the ufe of king 'TuEc- 
DORE, was really intended to be carried on, I am ordered to 
acquaint the Public, that Mr. Fitz-aDam was not only 
in earneft in promoting fuch a contribution, but has already 
received fome noble benefuctions for that purpofe; and he 
will take care to apply the fubfidy in the moft uncorrupt 
manner to the ufes for which it was defigned, and to the 
bonour and dignity of the crown of Corsica. 


ROBERT DODSLEY. 
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